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                                           Centrum Presents “Explorations” Middle-School Workshop 
PORT TOWNSEND, WA—Registration is open for Centrum’s “Explorations” middle-school workshop, offered March 3–8 in partnership with the Office of the Superintendent of Public Instruction. 

Explorations is a week-long total-immersion residential experience, a chance for middle-school students to converse, draw, sculpt, paint, dance, perform, and write in an full-immersion time of learning in a wide variety of artistic genres. The goal is for students to gain experience in visual and performing arts from many different cultures, widen their horizons and create new work. 
Each evening, the artist faculty show and talk about the work they do; these presentations are followed by snacks and hang-out time in the dorm. On Thursday night, the student showcase performance takes the stage, with friends and family invited to see the resultant work.
Course offerings include West African Dance and Drumming with Etienne Cakpo and Yawo Amponsah from the Benin/Ghana coastal region of west Africa, visual art with Mexican-based artist John Hillmer, hip-hop dance with Rex Kinney, Japanese taiko drumming with Nancy Ozaki and Gary Tsujimoto, improv theater with Samantha Rund, spoken-word poetry with Nicco Annan, drawing with Britt Rynearson, and creative writing with Jen Graves.
Tuition, room, and board for the week are $495; financial aid is available. For this program, student groups of four to six sign up with an adult chaperone. Groups may come from school districts, with teachers and school staff chaperoning, or they may be formed by parent committees looking for extra opportunities in the arts and sciences for their children. Tuition, room and board is free for chaperones.

 
This program is generously funded by the Washington State Office of the Superintendent of Public Instruction. Additional sponsors include the Washington State Arts Commission, Washington State Parks and Recreation Commission, The Baker Foundation, The Greater Tacoma Community Foundation, The Forest Foundation, The Peach Foundation, Rayonier Foundation, the Congdon Hanson Family, and nearly a thousand individual donors whose generosity celebrates the power of creativity to change lives.
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