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CENTRUM PRESENTS 2010 PORT TOWNSEND CHAMBER MUSIC FESTIVAL

First Season Led by Artistic Director Lucinda Carver with three Concerts highlighted by

Acclaimed Youthful Ensemble – The Calder Quartet– and all Baroque Program
The Port Townsend Chamber Music Festival (July 15-17) celebrates its first season under the artistic direction of pianist / harpsichordist Lucinda Carver with three concerts that are highlighted by performances by The Calder Quartet, a dynamic young string quartet from Los Angeles, and an all Baroque concert with musicians performing on period instruments. The Calder performances “Mid-Summer Mozart and Schumann,” and “Humorous Haydn and Serious Beethoven” will be presented at Wheeler Theater in Fort Worden State Park on Thursday July 15, 7:30 PM and Friday, July 16, 7:30 PM, respectively, and “Masters of the Baroque” will be presented at the Quimper Unitarian Universalist Fellowship Sanctuary on Saturday, July 17, 7:30 PM.  Tickets are available through www.centrum.org or by calling 1-800-746-1982.  Venue box office opens 1 hour prior to performance.
The Calder Quartet joins with Carver, on piano, for the season opener, Mid-Summer Mozart and Schumann (Thursday, July 15, 7:30pm, Wheeler Theater) which features Mozart’s Piano Quartet No. 1, K.478 American composer Fred Frith’s “Lelekovice”, and Robert Schumann’s Piano Quintet.  

Mozart’s Piano Quartet is considered the first major piece composed for piano quartet in the chamber music repertoire. Similarly, Robert Schumann was the first Romantic composer to pair the piano with the string quartet, later exploited by Brahms and Dvorak.
Frith, the renowned experimental guitarist and multi-instrumentalist, dedicated Lelekovice to his friend and collaborator Iva Bittová. A violinist, singer and improviser, Bittová was immersed in local folk music from a young age and studied under students of Janácek. Frith named the piece after Bittová's home town in the Czech Republic which he visited in 1990. 
Speaking of playing with the Calder Quartet, Carver says “the Quartet is a very special group to me.  First of all they’re an absolutely awesome quartet, one of the hottest in the country right now.  But they’re also good friends and three of the four of them are my former students at USC (University of Southern California).  I’m incredibly proud of them.  We’ve played together individually and as a quartet before and I love making music with them.”

The following evening (Friday, July 16, 7:30pm, Wheeler Theater) the quartet is solely featured in Humorous Haydn and Serious Beethoven, a program which includes Haydn’s String Quartet in E flat Major “The Joke”, the String Quartet No. 2 “Intimate Letters” of Leos Janácĕk, and Beethoven’s String Quartet No. 11 subtitled, “Serioso”.

The joke of Haydn’s Quartet appears in several amusing parts in the fourth movement including when the piece seems to come to a conclusion, but ends up continuing in a much slower tempo – which was designed for comical effect by the composer. Ludwig van Beethoven’s String Quartet No. 11 was subtitled “Serioso” (Serious), after the composer’s tempo marking for the quartet’s third movement “allegro assai vivace ma serioso.”

The nickname for Leos Janácĕk’s  second quartet "Intimate Letters" was given by the composer, as it was inspired by his long and spiritual friendship with a married woman 38 years his junior. The composition was intended to reflect the character of their relationship as revealed in more than 700 letters they exchanged with each other.

The Port Townsend Chamber Music Festival concludes its season with Masters of the Baroque, an all-Baroque program presented in the new Quimper Unitarian Universalist Fellowship Sanctuary on Saturday, July 17, 7:30pm, the first time a festival performance will be presented outside of the Park.  Carver will play harpsichord, and will be joined by Baroque violinist Susan Feldman and Baroque cellist Leif Woodward along with the young American soprano Courtney Huffman. 
Masters of the Baroque will feature “Selections from Nine German Arias” by Handel, featuring Huffman and the ensemble, and continues with Carver and Feldman performing Corelli’s Sonata for Violin and Continuo, and Dario Castello’s Sonata Settima a Due, featuring Carver, Feldman and Woodward. Closing out the first half of the program, the ensemble performs selections from Bach’s  Cantatas Nos. 202 “Wedding” and 205.  Following intermission, Carver and Feldman perform Bach’s Sonata for Violin and Harpsichord in G Major.  The concert closes with ensemble performing Vivaldi’s Cantata “Lungi dal Vago Volto”
Artist Biographies
As music director and conductor of the Los Angeles Mozart Orchestra from 1992-2001, Lucinda Carver garnered critical praise for her stylistic interpretations. Noted as a “first-rate conductor” by Bernard Holland of The New York Times and as “an important emerging conductor” by Mark Swed of the Los Angeles Times, Carver’s symphonic credits include appearances with the National Symphony, Los Angeles Philharmonic, Los Angeles Chamber Orchestra, Pacific Symphony, Brooklyn Philharmonic, Hong Kong Philharmonic and Richmond Symphony. Carver has also been featured in solo and chamber music recitals and her performances have been broadcast across the United States on National Public Radio. She serves on the faculty of the University of Southern California where she teaches keyboard, conducting and early music studies
Inspired by the innovative American artist Alexander Calder, the Calder Quartet continues to expand its unique array of projects by performing traditional quartet repertoire as well as partnering with innovative modern composers, emerging musicians, and performers across genres. The group was awarded the 2009 ASCAP Adventurous Programming Award in recognition of its exciting programming and collaborations. The quartet is made up of Benjamin Jacobson and Andrew Bulbrook (violins), Jonathan Moerschel (viola) and Eric Byers (cello), all graduates of the University of Southern California Thorton School of Music.  The New York Times said of the group, the superb Calder Quartet showed that the time-honored string quartet format still provides fertile ground for innovation and surprise in the hands of imaginative, skillful creators.” Past performances include “the Late Show with David Letterman”, “the Tonight Show with Jay Leno” and the Coachella Music and Arts Festival. Carnegie Hall, the New Haven Festival of Arts and Ideas, the La Jolla Chamber Music Society and the Santa Fe Chamber Music Festival co-commissioned composer Christopher Rouse to write a new work for the group which premiered in New Haven earlier in the month.
Susan Feldman, violinist and music educator, has devoted much of her career to the study of historically informed performance on period instruments from the Middle Ages through the Baroque, particularly the Baroque violin and the vielle. She performs regularly with Los Angeles’ Musica Angelica, and has appeared with Los Angeles Baroque Orchestra, New York’s Soave Diletti, and Seattle Baroque Orchestra.  Feldman holds a Doctorate in Early Music Performance from the University of Southern California.
Recognized as a singer of exceptional artistry and versatility, soprano Courtney Huffman is a captivating and inspiring young artist who is already making waves in the professional musical world. After taking First Place in the NATS (National Association of Teachers of Singing) 2008 Artist Award Competition in Nashville, Tennessee, Ms. Huffman made her New York solo recital debut at Carnegie Hall in June, 2009. Also scheduled this summer is a winner’s recital performance at the NATS National Convention in July, 2010. Huffman recently received critical acclaim for her performances in April with the Long Beach Opera for Vivaldi’s “Montezuma.”
Leif Woodward is an alumnus of the University of Southern California’s Thornton School of Music where he was granted the Colburn Foundation Scholarship for studies in Early Music Performance and graduated Pi Kappa Lambda. In addition to holding a Doctorate degree from the University of Southern California, he also holds a Master of Music degree and Bachelor of Music degree from the San Francisco Conservatory of Music. A native of Long Beach, California, Woodward performs with groups such as: Los Angeles Musica Angelica, Los Angeles Master Choral, Pacific Choral, Los Angeles Baroque Orchestra, Santa Barbara Symphony, Angeles Consort, and La Barca.
Centrum, in partnership with Fort Worden State Park, is a gathering place for artists and creative thinkers, from all cultures and in all phases of their development; for students of all ages and backgrounds; and for audiences seeking extraordinary cultural enrichment. Centrum, with the support of the Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction, Washington State Arts Commission, Washington State Parks and Recreation Commission and the Kirlin Foundation, promotes creative experiences that change lives.

THE PORT TOWNSEND CHAMBER MUSIC FESTIVAL

Lucinda Carver, Artistic Director

 Mid-Summer Mozart & Schumann

Thursday, July 15

Joseph F. Wheeler Theater | 7:30 pm 

Fort Worden State Park
Calder Quartet with Lucinda Carver, piano

Mozart: Piano Quartet No. 1 in G minor

Fred Frith: “Lelekovice” 

Schumann: Piano Quintet 

Humorous Haydn & Serious Beethoven

Friday, July 16

Joseph F. Wheeler Theater | 7:30 pm 

Fort Worden State Park
Calder Quartet 

Haydn: String Quartet in E-flat Major, Op.33 No. 2 "The Joke"

Janácĕk:  String Quartet No. 2 "Intimate Letters"

Beethoven: String Quartet No. 11 “Serioso”

Masters of the Baroque

Saturday, July 17 

Quimper Unitarian Universalist Fellowship Sanctuary | 7:30 pm 

2333 San Juan Avenue, Port Townsend
Lucinda Carver, harpsichord; Courtney Huffman, soprano; 

Susan Feldman, Baroque violin; Leif Woodward, Baroque cello 

Handel: Selections from Nine German Arias

Corelli: Sonata for Violin and Continuo in Bflat Major, Op. 5, No. 2
Castello: Sonata Settima a Due

Bach: Selections from Cantatas Nos. 202 “Wedding” and 205

Bach: Sonata for Violin and Harpsichord in G Major 

Vivaldi: Cantata: Lungi dal Vago Volto

Tickets available through Centrum’s website www.centrum.org, by phone at 1-800-746-1982, or at the venue one hour prior to performance time.  For special needs, call Centrum at (360) 385-3102 ext. 110
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