
Centrum believes in a future where anyone 
from anywhere can nurture their creativity 
in an environment that is supportive, 
challenging and uplifting—building a 
world of greater civility and inclusion 
through the arts.

CENTRUM
Reflections | 2019
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As we end the year, I thank you - along with our community 
of artists, staff, board, and volunteers—for valuing the 
work made possible at Centrum and affirming our mission 
to transform lives through immersive arts and cultural 
experiences.

We are thankful for the thousands of participants who passed 
through our doors in 2019 from 17 countries, nearly all 50 
states, and 77% of the counties in Washington.

Our artists range in age from 4 to 98, and they reflect the 
spectrum of styles, talents, ambitions, and commitment that 
make the Pacific Northwest a destination for creative artists the 
world over. 

With the support of more than 3,000 households across the 
nation and throughout the world, Centrum thanks you for 
your unwavering support and commitment to creative artistic 
excellence.

We take this moment to pay tribute to some of the enduring 
values that have served as the hallmark of programming 
at Centrum since our founding in 1974.  I also thank our 
extraordinary photographers, David Conklin, Jim Levitt, Doug 
Plummer, and Joe Vidrine for their inspiring images.

Happy holidays and best wishes from all of us at Centrum!

Robert Biman
Executive Director

P.S. - If you're inspired, like I am, by what you see, you can 
help us sustain this vital work with a year-end donation today.

Donate online here:  https://tinyurl.com/rh3ecpk
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One of the threads that unites all of Centrum's programs is the 
process of personal discovery.  It infuses every program with 
energy, anticipation, and an ounce or two of the unknown.

Our creative youth programs are a shining example of this.

In every youth program, participants are exposed to a multitude 
of art forms in a single week, often forcing them outside of their 
comfort zone and onto a path to discover skills and talents they 
didn't know they possessed.

The result?  Self-confidence, independence, and an embrace of 
artistic risk-taking, which is so often at the heart of discovering one's 
own voice in the arts.

Some art forms rely primarily on an inner creative engine to fuel 
creative expression.  Creative writing is one example—it can be a 
solitary process to discover a motivational narrative.

At Centrum, we blend solo and communal creative experiences, 
incorporating journaling, the visual arts, and movement into youth 
programs that feature music, theater, spoken word, ballet, sculpture, 
break dancing, hip hop, steel pan drumming, African dance, and 
more.

What we hear is consistent.  "When can I come back?"  Students 
from all parts of Washington gather at Centrum and make new 
friends, discover new cultures, and find new paths that will influence 
their lives, and those around them, forever.

Discovery
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"Creativity in community" defines everything we do and it distinguishes the 
experience at Centrum from other cultural offerings.  Supporting values of mutual 
respect, caring, trust, civility, and 21st-century skills such as critical thinking, 
creativity, communication, and collaboration, are modeled in every Centrum 
workshop.

One of the best influences of all is the multi-generational approach to 
programming at Centrum.  Older generations learn to understand and value 
the ideas and influences of the generations following them.  The end result is an 
embrace of arts and culture as a living and evolving force in our daily life.

Video Link - Centrum:  https://vimeo.com/89275044

02.
Community

David Conklin | Dance THIS!

6 7



To be away from home, exclusively focused on creativity for a week, with no 
cell phone service, the sea air, and miles of trails at your doorstep is a luxury 
for most.  The pace of life slows when you visit Centrum, elevating seemingly 
endless opportunities to see and hear other artists and gain inspiration from 
their example.  We strive to provide a safe and nurturing environment for all, 
balancing demands on time with unstructured space to explore, indoors and out.

03.
Inspiration

8 9



Whether a participant or audience member, events at Centrum are the epitome 
of artistic exploration.  It's learning a new song, attempting a new creation, or 
learning to rely on others to bring something indelible to the stage for the very 
first time.  And while our artists are routinely challenged to strive for new heights, 
audiences too are moved and shaped by hearing and seeing new things that 
bring an added dimension to one's appreciation for the heights of sheer human 
potential.

04.
Exploration
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At the end of each day, what could matter more?  Centrum 
guests share their time, talents, and culture to bring fulfillment 
and joy to all of us.  

It's the joy, the passion, and the inspiration of creating art that 
leads all of us to assemble together at Fort Worden.  

Life-long learning and friendships are amplified through our 
immersive creative experiences at Centrum.

Video Link - Fiddle Tunes:  https://vimeo.com/86210649
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Everything at Centrum begins and ends with 
excellence.  It is the ultimate standard that 
drives all of our decision-making.

Artist faculty are considered standard 
bearers of cultural traditions—the best 
representatives and role models for 
regional, local and national cultures in 
which we share and celebrate with each 
workshop week.

Excellence is about personal development.  
The standard can be relative, but there is 
a premium on becoming the best one can 
be - balancing ambitions and goals with 
pragmatic concerns of time and competing 
external demands.

There is no judgment at Centrum—we 
embrace the artist's pursuit of their truest 
form of expression.  Centrum puts the "life-
long" in life-long learning!

06.
Excellence
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07.
Operating in a rural setting aids the act of sharing on our campus.  Distractions 
are minimal, and the opportunity to see and hear something new uplifts us all 
and leaves us wanting more. 

Centrum’s approach to creative programming promotes sharing across 
generations. 

Our vision of building a world of greater inclusion and civility through the arts 
is advanced, every day, through the selfless act of nurturing, supporting, and 
affirming the value in others.

Sharing
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08.
Generous listening is powered by curiosity and 
an openness to surprise.  At Centrum, it lets go 
of assumptions and tolerates ambiguity—and it 
seeks a common thread, a note of concord, the 
humanity behind the sound.  

Generous listening is the essential friend of artistic 
risk, and it is universally encouraged at Centrum.  
Our workshops are laboratories for learning this 
skill.  It happens year-round at Centrum—many, 
many times a day.

Generous Listening
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Egos?  They are left at the door.  To immerse oneself in a Centrum workshop is to 
accept being vulnerable, embrace creative risk-taking, and dare to step beyond 
one's comfort zone.

Individual skill-building, hours of practicing or rehearsing, the years of theory 
and studying, culminate in a joyous shared collaboration for artists at Centrum, 
where we learn to step into the spotlight and—at times—step back to support 
those around us.

Call it "playing well with others"—these lessons never get old.  It is the ultimate 
reward for the time invested in the arts.

Video Link - The Baylor Project at Jazz Port Townsend: 

https://youtu.be/36xTl8ESofk

09.

Jim Levitt | Jazz Port Townsend

Collaboration



Connections at Centrum feed our social, emotional, and educational needs.

The benefits of connection are many - growth in our capacity to observe, learn, 
and empathize, as well as growth in our ability to express common values and 
improve our well-being, both individually and collectively.

THANK YOU for supporting Centrum, and arts and culture in our time.  Together, 
we are changings lives and positively impacting our shared future.

Affirm your Support! Donate Now: 

https://app.mobilecause.com/form/81Zbgg?vid=36uty
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Centrum is a non-profit organization under 
section 501(c)(3). 
Tax ID Number: 23-7348302
For transfers of stock, please direct shares to 
the following: 
TD Ameritrade / DTC # 0188
For credit to TD Ameritrade account  
#868-102-644T

H
A

N
K

 Y
O

U

CENTRUM
Creativity in Community ®

PO Box 1158
Port Townsend, WA  98368
(360) 385-3102
www.centrum.org
@ptcentrum

Special thanks to Carla Main who 
ends her term on the Board this 
December. Carla served as Chair 
of the Centrum Board for two years 
and is a frequent participant in many 
Centrum workshops.  Thank you, 
Carla!


