
Brook Adams: Yacht Rock on Ukulele 

Yacht Rock is FM radio pop from the late 70s and early 80s. 

There are deep R&B and jazz influences. The songs are based 

on catchy hooks with excellent vocals, virtuoso playing and 

high production values. Kenny Loggins, Michael McDonald 

(with or without the Doobies), Hall & Oates, and Steely Dan 

are good examples of this style. 

I will show you how to play three songs; The Doobie 

Brothers' version of "What A Fool Believes", "Sailing" by 

Christopher Cross, and the Bee Gees version of "How Can You 

Mend A Broken Heart".  

I chose keys that work well on the ukulele and fit a 

variety of vocal ranges (I hope). I'll demonstrate a mix of 

easy and hard material, so you can choose the level that 

works for you. 

 

The reference materials consist of: 

- lyric sheets with chords for each song 

- chord diagrams for each song 

- a sheet of tablature for all three songs 

- this page here 

 

  



Brook Adams: Yacht Rock on Ukulele 

Sailing: Christopher Cross 

- The first two chords are soothing and dreamy, but also 

dissonant. They are both variations on an E11 chord, the 

second one is E11add9. The notes include two different ways 

to fingerpick this section. If you're not ready to 

fingerpick yet, you can strum the chords. Try using the 

conventional 'A' chord in the verse and the 'A' variation in 

the chorus. You can strum the chords for the piano solo in 

the middle of the song or get someone to play over it. 

 

What A Fool Believes: Michael McDonald, Kenny Loggins 

- The Doobie Brothers version starts with a poppy piano 

lick. The chords are easy enough, but there are some barre 

chords in the chorus. It's worth the effort to master them. 

I'll demonstrate some chord tricks to paraphrase the piano 

line. The hardest part of the song is getting your voice 

back to the verse after singing the chorus because it feels 

like you just changed key. 

 

How Can You Mend A Broken Heart: Al Green 

- I only recently heard the original version of this song 

and it's quite different from the Bee Gees version which 

we'll learn here. I'll show you how to do the intro. There's a 

simple way and a fancy way. 


